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QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

THE SABBATH SCHOOL AND THE
EVANGELIZATION OF THE WORLD *

Rev. C. L. Rhoades, D.D., New York.

The separation of Church and State in

our country as a great doctrine, a great

fact, has brought with it several great re-

sults and problems. The first of these

results is this, that there came about a

secularization of all the public education

of boys and girls. Inasmuch as the

Church was eliminated from the influence

of the State and the control of the State,

and inasmuch as the State had for itself

the idea that it was to be a government

of the people, by the people, for the people,

the State concluded that such a govern-

ment could only be accomplished by hav-

ing an intelligent citizenship. That intel-

ligent citizenship necessitated the State’s

control of the schools, that those schools

might be uniform in their activities and

powers, and that that uniformity might

not be simply of the curriculum of study,

but that uniformity might also be of such

power as that it should include every boy

and every girl within the limits of the

country. TJnder such circumstances as

these there has grown up a great school

s}rstem that in all of its essential particu-

lars is dominated by materialistic and

* Spoken at the Haystack Centennial

in New York
,
November, 1906, and pub-

lished in Olive Trees with the consent

of the author .

rationalistic affairs. Your boy and mine,

your girl and mine, is from six to fourteen

years of age, under the direction of teach-

ers, studying text-books from which has

been eliminated almost to an entirety

every thought of God. Whether it may be

geography or history, whether it may be

biography or science, whether it may be

mental philosophy or moral philosophy,

whether it may be civic government or

social life, the whole of it is considered

entirely from the point of view of the

State separated entirely from the in-

fluence of the Church save as that in-

fluence is represented by the personal in-

fluence of the teacher. Granted, of course,

that in some places the Bible is read for-

mally, that in some places the Lord’s

Pnryer is repeated formally, but in all es-

sential things there has been the elimina-

tion of religion and the influence of the

Church from the schools of the State.

These schools of the State, then, have had

within their walls the great mass of the

boys and the girls who have grown up

into the manhood and womanhood of our

nation. It is not wonderful that as this

school system grew from the age of six

to fourteen there should be a demand that

it should be extended, and thus a connect-

ing link should be made between what we

now call the lower grades and the college,

hence the high school
;
and the high school

being controlled by the State has for its

general line of study and the influences
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thereof, the same as that in the lower

grades, so that from childhood to the

entry into college the whole education of

the boy and girl is intensely intellectual,

intensely mental, intensely rationalistic

and materialistic in its result. Nine-

tenths of all that go as far as the gram-

mar school drop out into life and into

business. One-tenth about go from there

into high school, and from there a pro-

portion of them into college. This great

stream going into our colleges has meas-

urably affected the whole college work, so

that colleges that decades ago had for

their foundation a religious foundation

have been almost swept from that

religious foundation and have been filled

with professorships and filled with an in-

fluence that is largely tending to this same

materialistic and rationalistic education.

You will not misunderstand me that I

fail to acknowledge the religious influence

in the college. I acknowledge it, but

whence comes the great measure of it?

To-day the largest measure of the religious

influences in our colleges and universities

has been relegated to the Young Men’s

Christian Association work in those col-

leges, and the Student Volunteer Move-

ment in those colleges—practically de-

livered over to them by the faculty.

But howsoever this may be true, there

is the complete and entire failure of any

influence of this kind this side of that

college. Your Young Men’s Christian

Association, your Student Volunteer is

not in the high school and cannot enter,

so that you take the life of the boy and

the girl up to the time when in a large

measure the whole inner scheme of

thought and purpose and decision has

been formed and those years are in-

fluenced by that characteristic of their ed-

ucation that I have already suggested.

Now the State has poured out its money

and its wisdom upon the development of

as perfect an educational system as they

could. In the development of that educa-

tional system many men have been set

apart for expert study of this matter, the

matter of the childhood life driving fur-

ther and further into the mentality of the

child, until they touch the psychology of

the child life, and in that study they have

brought to us their results. These four

periods of the child life—the period prior

to perhaps seven or eight years of age,

called the child period; the period of

story, the period when the little one climbs

upon the lap of the father or mother and

pleads for story after story, that as they

lie in their crib they want a story; it is

the story period, the period when imagin-

ation will picture everything around and

about it, when they have companions with

them on all sides. The second period,

when the story period emerges into a con-

ception of life, running from perhaps

eight years of age up to twelve, when they

ask to know people, not fairies, the period

of history, that is what it is called, when
the}r want to come into contact with some-

body that is doing something, when a boy

has born in him the conception of the

heroic. The third period—running from

twelve up to perhaps sixteen or seventeen

—the social period, when there is devel-

oped in the child that social thought, when

boys and girls draw together, when they

begin their first lesson in home missions

as the bo}Ts outside of the church in the

country wait after Sabbath service to see

the girls as they come out, that social

period—and you have to acknowledge it,

it is in the life. The fourth period—run-

ning perhaps from sixteen or seventeen

up to twenty or twenty-one—the period of

vision, the period when they begin to set-

tle into the purposes of life, when they be-

gin to mark out the great things they are

going to do. These four periods have

come to be acknowledged in the general
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psychology of pedagogy. Don’t yon see

that these four periods cover the whole

line of life from early childhood through

the high school, and at the time when the

child life is being formed and shaped for

life’s activities and services, the child is

under the control of teachers who are

constantly compelled to present to that

child the whole line of education entirely

from a rationalistic or materialistic point

of view. Is there any wonder that we are

living in an age of materialism ? Is there

any wonder that we are living in an age

of rationalism? Is there any wonder,

when from day to day and month to month

and year to year, a boy has presented be-

fore him every country of the world from

the point of view of exploiting that coun-

try commercially by the State? He looks

upon Africa and he sees nothing in the

world but diamond mines, coal mines, gold

mines, rubber—everything for the exploit-

ing of commercial life. He looks upon

Australia, he looks upon India, he looks

upon China, he looks upon South America,

he looks upon land and sea the world over

entirely from that point of view. You
pick up the geography of your boy and

girl, and see if it isn’t true. It brings to

us a tremendous problem. It brings to us

that which we must face.

How again: At what age is it that you

lose 3'our boys from your Sabbath school ?

If you will stop and think of it a moment,

you lose your boys from Sabbath school at

just about the age that they go out of the

grammar school and come in contact with

life’s problems, as they go to work; and

in our cities we are losing our young ladies

from our Sabbath schools and our young

people’s societies at just about the age that

they go into the offices as stenographers

and typewriters and come face to face with

the problems of life. How, will you just

let me interject this one thought, that in

talking with fathers and mothers, talking

with boys and girls, talking with young

men and young women, I have had this

testimony given me in private when I have

asked why they left: “I found that the

religion or the Christianity that was

taught me in the Sabbath school and in

the church was of little value to me when

I met the problems of life, and I turned

my back upon it.” HoW, this throws us

back upon the teaching that is required.

The Church is crying out that we want

Christian men in the executive, judicial,

legislative life of our country, and that we

want Christian men in the professions of

law and medicine and teaching; that we

want Christian men in merchant and com-

mercial life; and the State turns to you

and me and to the Church and says : “You

relegated to us the intellectual separated

from the religious, and we have done our

part. Have you done yours?” And has

the Church of God in the school that it

keeps for itself done its part in the train-

ing of these boys and girls and young men

and young women to look upon the whole

of life from God’s point of view instead of

simply the commercial point of view ?

How the plea that I want to make as we

face this problem is that there shall be

that teaching in the Sabbath school that

shall bring our boys and girls face to face

with an all-round life, not the teaching

of religion, but the teaching of a life ;
not

the teaching of a creed, but the teaching

of a life ;
not the restrictive teaching of a

denomination, but the teaching of a life,

answering the question of Jesus Christ, as

again and again He said, “Wilt thou be

made whole ?” that we may endeavor to do

our part with the State of making a whole

boy and girl, man and woman.

Josh Billings said at one time that you

never would have an honest horse race un-

til you had an honest human race; and you

will never have a good government until

you have good citizens, nor a pure govern-
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ment until you have pure citizens. You
will never have Christian men and women

until you bring the boy and girl face to

face in the development of their life with

a Christ life in all the interests of the

world.

Now, can it be done? I have not time

to speak of the different lines of literature

that are being produced and that ought to

be more rapidly and more largely pro-

duced, but just three or four things. Sup-

posing that you adopt some of the means

and methods of the State schools. Sup-

posing that you take that which their

wisdom is suggesting and come to the con-

clusion that you have in your own hands

the means by which you can bring the

largest possible culture to the boy and

girl and link the culture of the State with

the culture of the Christ life in the boy

and girl. I heard the superintendent of

schools of New York City say some

months ago that they are rapidly coming

more and more to the conclusion that the

things to be taught the boys and girls are

these : Biography, history, natural

sciences; and you have come right back

to the examples that God gives as the very

best means of teaching and training a

boy and girl : Biography, history, the

natural sciences, all through this Word.

But what biography and history ? That is

the question. Mr. Hicks well said that

the study of missions—and let that be a

very broad word—the study of the mission

of Christianity to the world in its biog-

raphy and history is but a continuation of

the Word of God. This Book is the revel-

ation of God’s will and purpose to men,

whereby they shall understand their re-

lationship to one another, both of man to

God and man to man. That will and

purpose of God and personality of God is

revealed through biography and history,

revealed at the time of the writing of that

biography and history^ and the relation-

ship of men in the time in which they

live. Has God had no will or purpose con-

cerning men since the canon of that Scrip-

ture was closed; no will or purpose con-

cerning the multifarious changes of social

and civic and commercial and intellectual

life during these last two thousand years?

Has He had no men, no leaders, through

whom He has spoken? Has there been

no God walking in the midst of the na-

tions? What is the difference between

this history and that of Xenophon and

others? That was written from the point

of view of the man, the statesman. This

was written from the point of view of

God. Supposing now that we present to

a boy or a girl God’s point of view through

the life of a Lincoln, the life of a Wash-

ington, the life of a Gladstone, the life of a

William of Orange, the life of a Secre-

tary Hay, Will not the boy get a new

vision and a new conception of the men

that are walking around and about near

the time of his own life and of his own

age?

Further, in connection with nations and

history. I remember years ago, as a pas-

tor of a little village church in Massachu-

setts, when our Board had just taken up

one of the missions in Africa, there were

no lantern slides, there were no object les-

sons that I could use; but I wanted to

bring my people in touch with it, and I

went to work with simply pen and ink and

glass and put map upon map upon glass.

I put a piece of glass over the profile of a

Congo man’s head, and was thankful that

he was black, because when I marked out

the outline and filled it up with ink, I had

just one of their natives right there upon

the glass. I made something like two or

three or four dozen of such pictures as

that. I brought my people together. But

here was the effective thing, I took a map

of Africa. On that map of Africa I be-

gan at the bottom and I gave the travels
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of Moffat and then of Livingstone. I

brought Livingstone up here and out at

Zambesi. I brought him up here and out

through the west. I took him across the

country. I took him in from the east to

the center and up here; and as I marked

it out upon the glass and brought it in be-

fore my people, the girls and boys sitting

upon the front seats—where they will al-

ways sit—noticed that those journeys

marked a cross upon Africa. Then I told

the story of Livingstone, and brought him
up here, where he died and where his heart

was buried and where his body was taken

by the natives and marched through the

country to the seaport and sent back to

England. Then, after I had done that, I

threw a map of Africa upon the screen,

not with the face of Livingstone, but with

the picture of the Cross of Jesus Christ

shining upon the map, and I followed that

with the picture of Livingstone’s face in

the middle of Africa; and the boys and

girls went home. I want to ask }'Ou if

when they opened their geographies the

next day and looked at the map of Africa,

whether they did not see something else

there besides diamond mines and gold

mines and commercial industry. I want

to ask, as I gave them the lives of these

men,, these men of heroic mould, as I

brought the picture before them of Moffat

standing before the natives as they were

just ready to thrust the spear into his side

and he had put his wife and little ones

back of him, and said to them, “Yes, you

may kill me, but you will find upon my
heart love for you; I will die for you.”

Lid the}r kill him? Xo, but they gave

themselves to him, and with that thought

blamed upon their minds they went back

to school. I have not the slightest ques-

tion in my mind at all that it was by that

means that my own little boy—now in

heaven serving the Master—came to me
saying, “Papa, I will fit myself for a min-

ister, and if God wants me for a mission-

ary I will go.” When in discussing the

Eastern question, where all Europe was

gathered as harpies around China to tear

it to pieces, I would picture these nations,

one here and there and what they had

done, and the great, useless, horrifying

turmoil that was coming up in connection

with that great country in the East, and

asked the question : “What will settle the

Eastern question ? What will bring peace

- to China ? Will it be railroads ? Will it

be telegraphs and telephones? Will it be

the exploitation of the Yankee thrift?

Will it be the dominion of England or

Germany or France or Russia ?” The next

picture that came upon that screen was

China, and in the midst of it was Cor-

reggio’s picture of the thorn-crowned

head of Jesus Christ. There is the solu-

tion of the question in China. Do you

suppose when those boys and girls went

home and opened their geographies to

China that they did not see something else

there besides that which was taught in the

secular schools? So you can go on in

hundreds of ways.

What do I plead for? I plead that we
shall link the school of the Church to the

school of the State, supplementing the one

with the other. Let the State do its mag-
nificent work as it is doing it. Bring the

school up to supplement the State. Let

the school grasp the natural science of to-

day; let it grasp the histories of to-day;

let it grasp the biographies of to-day. I

heard Stanley Hall, at the close of a mas-

terly course of lectures upon psychology

of pedagogy, give this one sentence that

has rung in my mind and thought every

day since. He said : “I would give more

for one good, healthy impulse of the

human heart in the formation of character

than for years of training of the human
head.” It is the linking of that boy and

girl life with the heart beat of humanity,
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with the heart beat of God for that human-

ity, it is the bringing of the Christ life

into the boy and girl, and making that life

beat through that boy and girl into har-

monious touch with the heart life of the

boy and girl all over the world. That is

what it is. It is teaching the boy and

girl that process of elimination, if you

please, in educational life, by which little

by little you will aid that boy and girl to

blot out all the civilization around and

about them, all their homes, their villages,

the towns and cities, the education and

everything, blotting it out, blotting it out,

blotting it out, and by and by you bring

your boy and girl to speak with a boy in

the middle of Africa and come into fellow-

ship with him—that black, dark, hope-

less, despairing life of a boy in Africa.

Then what will your boy in America want

to do? He will do just what any other

boy wants to do. He will want to go out

there and take the part of this boy, and put

his hand upon him and say, “Come up

with me, and I will give you a new view of

life.” That is what we want to do. We
want to take this life and bring it in touch

with the boy and girl.

Just one last word : I would give noth-

ing for a man or a woman that left any

one of these four phases of the developing

boy behind him and forgot it. I would

give nothing for the man or woman that

has nothing in them to which a story can

appeal. They have lost connection with

the child. I would give nothing for the

boy, for the men or women, who have lost

the heroism that comes to the boy life and

the girl life. I would give nothing for

the man or woman who has lost the power

of social assimilation and connection. 1

would give nothing for the man or woman
who has lost the power of vision. Oh, if

the Christians of America, if the Church

of God, had its vision reaching out and

out and out, gathering up the child life,

the hero life, the social life, of all human-
ity, then it could be an intercessor before

God, and it would also be an intercessor

with man. We have got to study human-
ity as well as duty. We have got to come
into heart beat with humanity as well as

heart beat with Jesus Christ. We have got

to so link these things together that, as

we go before boys and girls, in some way
or other they will recognize a power in us

that is more than creed, that is more than

formalism, that is more than mere Church-

ianity
;
it is Christianity

;
and as that boy

and girl grow up, you can leave it with

them what will be the effect; that boy and

girl will take the Christ life into their

commercial life, they will take the Christ

life into their professional life, they

will take the Christ life into their

home life, they will take the Christ

life into the world life, and that will be

missions, and the world will begin to say,

“Truly God is dwelling in this place and

we knew it not,” for you know that Christ

said, “He that hath seen Me hath seen the

Father. How sayest thou, Show us the

Father ?” Think you, my brother and sis-

ter, that the workingmen of this country

to-day, the great social unrest of this land

to-day, and the great commercial interests

and industrial powers of this world this

day—think you that as the Church stands

before them, the Church can say, “Ye that

have seen Me hath seen the Christ, hath

seen the Father?” Not until we bring our

boys and girls up in such a way as that

they shall make a connecting link mentally

and affectionately between God and hu-

manity will we establish the basis of the

mission of Jesus Christ on earth.

If we look down, then our shoulders stoop,

character bends.

—

Alex. McKenzie, D.D.

If our thoughts look down, then our
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

ABROAD.

Latakia, Syria—Dr. Jas. M. Balph

presents his report of Latakia Hospital

for 1906-7

:

The hospital work of the year closed

July 15, having been carried on continu-

ously since September 25 of last year—

a

term of a little less than ten months.

During this time one hundred and eleven

patients were treated. Twenty-five of

these were surgical cases, twenty diseases

of the eye, and the remainder general dis-

eases. As is usual, our patients were from

all the various sects found here. Of these

there were thirty-six Mohammedans, and

thirty Nusairiyeh, the remainder being

from the nominally religious sects. There

were three deaths in the hospital during

the year. With a few exceptions, all the

others were discharged well or improved.

The amount of cash received from patients

was 1620.29 piasters, or about $58. More

than three-fourths of the patients were

treated entirely free.

This branch of the work has never met

with any opposition. In fact, it is in favor

with all classes. Our relations with the

native physicians have been pleasant, all

of whom have freely rendered any service

requested of them. Numerous small do-

nations of eatables, etc., have been received

from native friends. Also two cash gifts,

amounting to nearly twelve dollars, for

discretionary purposes. Owing to the

large number of patients received who
knew nothing of the Christian religion,

there was ample opportunity for religious

teaching, which was carried on regularly,

and in a number of cases with manifestly

good results.

Were it deemed wise to give names and

relate circumstances, a number of cases

might be mentioned that would afford

good ground for encouragement; but ex-

isting conditions are such that this might

only be the means of endangering those

who are seeking after the truth. We are

able through this channel to reach many
every year who could not be reached in

any other way with the glad news of the

gospel. It is also a means by which no

small number are brought to hear the pub-

lic preaching of the Word.

The number of persons employed in

the work has been the same as heretofore.

Although the number is inadequate, we

have been attempting to do the best that

we could rather than employ any new

help. What we need is an efficient and re-

sponsible head. The conditions found here

are such that it is impossible for any

native helper, however willing and well

qualified, to properly perform the duties

of a matron. We have been waiting and

hoping for the appointment of some one

to this work, but as yet our hopes have

only met with disappointment. We trust

that some one may be found willing to

undertake it.

Cyprus.—A letter from Rev. Walter

McCarroll, dated Aug. 27, 1907, contains

items that will be read with interest

:

The last meeting of Synod seems to

have been marked by special interest and

enthusiasm. Even we, away over here in

this corner of the world, felt something

of the thrill of the great Jubilee Mission-

ary meeting that was held. It fills one

with joy to see the magnificent way in

which our Church is falling into step with

God in His plan of redemption for a lost

world. Three more ordained men for

China, one more physician and a teacher,

and a Jubilee Fund of $25,000 to be
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raised ! Verily, God hath done great

things for ns whereof we are glad. It is

the day of opportunity in China, and it is

a signal demonstration of the Divine bless-

ing when the Lord of the Harvest is

thrusting forth so many laborers into that

promising field.

And then it would seem also that God

has a gracious purpose for these Syrian

fields. Long the call remained unheeded,

until the Church was brought through a

time of heart-searching, and now earnest,

insistent prayer has been rewarded, and

we see Spirit-filled men and women com-

ing forth to lengthen the cords and

strengthen the stakes of the Church of the

Covenant in these lands. And now that

the laborers have been thrust forth, is the

work of God’s praying ones completed?

Ah, it is not sufficient that the laborers be

“thrust forth,” but there must be results

in souls saved, a native ministry raised

up, and self-supporting churches estab-

lished. We thank God that the prayers of

the Church in behalf of more laborers have

been so graciously answered
;
but we could

weep that the spiritual results in these

fields have been so meagre and unsatisfac-

tory. It is easy to go and easy to give

money, but so difficult to pray the prayer

that prevails. May the intercessors in be-

half of these fields be multiplied.

We rejoiced likewise to see the increased

activity of the Church against the liquor

trade, and in the splendid work being done

by the National Reform Association and

Testimony Bearing Committee. It seems

to me, viewing things from this distance,

that a magnificent work is being done all

along the line.

We are glad also to see Geneva moving

forward into a position of increased use-

fulness, but I am satisfied that she will

not occupy the position she ought to oc-

cupy until a “Biblical Chair” is estab-

lished and the English Bible is taught by

a competent teacher. Not merely books

about the Bible, but the Bible itself must

be used as a text-book. A text-book like-

wise on Covenanter history must find a

place in the course of study. The college

could then appeal—and I believe success-

ful^—for the patronage of Covenanter

young men and women in all parts of the

country.

The death of Dr. McAllister seemed like

a personal loss, so large a place did he fill

in the mind when thinking of the work of

the Church. What magnificent service he

rendered in behalf of the Kingdom of God
upon earth ! What possibilities were yet

before him ! His voice forever stilled, his

pen no more prepares the shafts to pierce

the heart of the enemies of the King. We
have to learn the. lesson yet once again

that God’s resources are not limited, and

that our trust must be in God rather than

in any man, however magnificently qual-

ified for leadership, so we reverentty bow
to the will of Him Who knoweth best.

Your Cyprus missionaries early in July

removed to Guzne, the summer home of

the Mersina missionaries, and occupied the

house of Mrs. Methen}q built by the late

Dr. Metheny, of blessed memor}'-

. The lo-

cation is an ideal one, and the companion-

ship of fellow missionaries most refresh-

ing. We were especially glad to have the

children away, as there has been an ex-

traordinary amount of malarial fever in

Cyprus this summer, especially in the

Larnaca district; in the town scarcely a

house without sickness, and in the villages

many deaths.

An event of considerable interest was

the marriage of Licentiate Dimitriades.

As there were no evangelical young ladies

in Cyprus, though many inducements wTere

offered him to marry among the orthodox,

he was compelled to look abroad for a

wife. He found a most suitable help-

meet in a young lady from Smyrna, who is
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an earnest Christian, and will, I trust, be China.—The new missionaries to China

very useful in the work of the Lord in sailed on the steamship Minnesota from

Cyprus. It means the establishment of Seattle, Wash., Friday, Sept. 13, 1907.

another evangelical home, and may its We present our readers with the pictures

light shine far and wide.

In the beginning of the summer my
brother and I went to Famagusta to see if

we could secure a house, with a view to

reopening work there in the autumn. A
Greek paper, learning of this, wrote as

follows: “It appears that these propa-

gandists have quickly forgotten the bitter

lesson which our city gave them a short

time ago, and they do not remember that

here there is no place in which they will

be able to cultivate their proselytizing pur-

poses. We counsel them not to attempt to

return, because we fear that they will be-

come a pretext for greater scandals on ac-

count of their customary scandalous

work.”

In spite of threats, if the Lord will

open the way, work will be resumed there

in the autumn.

The obstacles to the possession of the

Promised Land to the ten spies seemed in-

surmountable, and the means utterly in-

adequatei but “Caleb stilled the people be-

fore Moses, and said, ‘Let us go up at once

and possess it, for we are well able to over-

come it/ ” With the eye of faith he

measured up God’s resources. Since God,

in His Providence, has commanded our

Church to take possession of this land, we

must reckon on the Divine resources to

overcome the formidable obstacles that

stand in the way.

MRS. A. I. ROBB, nee

Miss Janet J. Campbell,

Married at Denison, Kans.,

Ausr. 29, 1907.

of Mrs. A. I. Robb and Rev. and Mrs.

R. A. Blair, which were not ready to ap-

pear with the others in September Olive

Trees.

The minister is more effective who is in close touch with the men of his com-

munitiL This truth gives to the present movement among men for organized church

work great significance. If the minister and the men of any congregation understand

each other and work in harmony, there is sure to be a live effective church. There

need be no fear that the women will fail to work if the men are active. As a rule,

the women are so pleased to see the men at work for the church that they redouble

their own efforts. There comes about the condition spoken of by the Apostle where the

people “provoke one another to love and good works .”—Christian Observer.
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AT home:.

Allegheny, Pa.—The following items are from Central Board

:

Financial Statement.

On hand

Aug. 1.

Indian Mission $656.02

Southern Mission 3023.79

Sustentation Fund 1647.44

Domestic Mission

On hand

Receipts. Expenditures. Sept. 1.

$196.97 $269.09 $583.90

99.84 130.30 2993.33

1647.44

*1500.20

Xo change has taken place in the status

of East Craftsbury Congregation. It is

probable the case will be tried this fall.

Mr. E. McBurney has accepted the ap-

pointment to Content, Alberta. He ex-

pected to commence work there in the

early part of September. The work in the

Indian Mission has been carried on with

vigor during the summer. Several new

places of preaching have been started.

School opened on Sept. 10. The attend-

* Overdraft
,
Sept. 1.

ance of girls was as large as could be ac-

commodated. That of boys was not as

large as a year ago, owing to local causes,

which will not continue long. The force

of the Mission has been increased by the

addition of Miss H. Dill, of Eskridge;

Miss M. Allen, of Sharon, and Elder R. S.

Mcllhenny, of Morning Sun.

The school at Selma will open on the

first of October. One additional teacher is

needed.

The attention of the members of the
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Church is called to the necessity for con-

tributions to the East Selma Building

Fund.

No action has as yet been taken by the

Board looking to the inauguration of a

mission among the mountaineers of the

Southland. Clerks of Presbyteries will

take notice that at our next meeting the

appropriations will be made to the Pres-

byteries.

J. W. Sproull.

Boston, Mass.—A public meeting and
reception were held in the First Be-

formed Presbyterian Church, Boston,

Sept. 9, 1907, in honor of the departing

missionaries, Bev. and Mrs. Samuel Edgar.

After devotional exercises, brief addresses

were made by Mrs. A. Bobinson, Treasurer

of the Women’s Missionary Society; Bev.

Mr. Brown, pastor of a United Presby-

terian Church, who kindly took the place

of Bev. J. M. Foster, who could not be

present, but sent a letter of regret; Bev.

G. W. Benn, of Cambridge; and the min-

ister of the church. Mr. Edgar also made
an address in response.

The vestry, in which the reception was

held at the close of the public services,

was tastefully decorated, and the congre-

gation presented the guests of the evening

with a purse of money. There was a large

company of people present, and probably

one member voiced the sentiment of the

whole congregation, when he said after-

ward, “This meeting will do us good for

years to come.”

Clarinda, la.—The woman’s mission-

ary society of the Clarinda B. P. Con-

gregation wish to express the high esteem

in which they held Mrs. Jane Ewing,

who was called to higher service Jan. 23,

1907, at a ripe old age, leaving two lov-

ing daughters, Sarah and Margaret, and

a devoted son, Samuel, to continue the

work she loved in the Church. The

needy have lost a liberal and helpful

friend, the Church a faithful and loyalmem-
ber, and the missionary society one of its

most liberal contributors. We recognize

in her Christian character unwavering

faith and the beauty of her life, the abid-

ing presence of the Saviour with His own.

Her mind was well stored with the

history and work of the Church not only

in this land, but across the seas as well.

Isaiah 41, 10 was a favorite passage, often

quoted in the evening of life. The hos-

pitality of her home was unbounded; it

was her delight to entertain her friends,

and the ministers always received a cor-

dial welcome. We commend the daugh-

ters and son to the covenant God of

their parents, Who will abide with them

in the earthly home made so lonely, until

they are called to their reward in the

heavenly home.

Mrs. J. W. Dill,

Mrs. M. P. Bayles,

Mrs. Sadie Gilmore,

Committee.

Kansas City, Kans.—The Ladies’ Mis-

sionary Society of the Kansas City Be-

formed Presbyterian Church desire to

offer a tribute of love and respect to the

memory of Mrs. David Boyd, who fell

asleep in Jesus, July 24:

Mrs. Boyd was one of the original mem-

bers of the Society, and was always active,

interested and faithful in the work, though

confined to her home for the past fourteen

years by an injury received on her way to

church. As a friend she was kind and

true. Her patience and humility were

beautiful.. She was Christlike under trial,

and we feel assured that our sister, who

was “faithful unto death,” has received the

“crown of life.”

“There is no death
;
what seems so is

transition.
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This life of mortal breath is but a suburb

of that life Elysian,

Whose portals we call Death.”

Hers was a good life that ended in a

beautiful and peaceful death; a life that

leaves a fragrant memory and an influence

that will help other lives that touched

hers.

We extend heartfelt sympathy to the

aged husband in his loneliness, after sixty

years of loving companionship, and to the

daughter and sons bereft of a loving

mother.

Committee.

New Alexandria, Pa.—Mr. J. M. El-

der, for thirty-three years an elder in the

New Alexandria Congregation, and for

many years clerk of Session, passed to his

rest March 22, 1907, in the seventy-fifth

year of his age. Mr. Elder was a de-

scendant of a pioneer family of western

Pennsylvania. He was a man of superior

intellectual endowments, gifted as a leader

of men. He was a Christian gentleman of

the highest type.

Mr. Elder was a man of physical and

moral courage and accompanied those

heroes who, before and during the Civil

War, faced angry crowds of men in the

cause of the oppressed African.

Mr. Elder was a careful and thorough

student of God’s Word. He was one of

the best posted men on the Bible it was

ever the writer’s privilege to know. His

life was governed by unwavering convic-

tion. His testimony for the great prin-

ciples of a Covenanter Reformation was

strong and consistent. He measured the

principles of our beloved Zion, not only

by their value, but by what they cost. As

a member of Session, he was wise and

judicious. To him the Gates of Zion were

dearer than all the dwellings of Jacob,

and seldom was his seat vacant. Mr. Elder

leaves one son, J. C. Elder, and two

daughters, Mrs. J. R. Steele and Mrs. J.

W. Pollins, to mourn his death.

The following resolutions were adopted

by the Session of New Alexandria on the

death of Mr. Elder, who for many years

was the senior member of this court:

Whereas it has pleased God to remove

from our earthly counsels and fellowship

to his eternal rest our beloved brother,

J. M. Elder, therefore be it

Resolved, first. That we recognize in the

death of Mr. Elder the hand of a Sov-

ereign God; that we bow in submission

before Him Who doeth all things well.

Second, that we lend an obedient ear to

the call of the Master, “Be ye also ready,

for in such an hour as ye think not, the

Son of Man cometh.”

Third, that we record our gratitude to

God for the precious gift of this noble life

to us through all these years, setting us a

beautiful example how to follow Christ.

Fourth, that we recognize the added re-

sponsibility resting upon us, as the voice

speaks to us from this new-made grave.

The meek and gentle spirit, the ardent

love for God’s word and ordinances, the

blessing of his wise counsels, the sweet-

ness of his life, as he walked closely with

his Master, his fidelity to Christ, and his

truth as a faithful witness. Let us love

and obey more perfectly our blessed Lord,

whose grace has produced such beautiful

workmanship.

Fifth, that we extend our earnest sym-

pathies to the relatives of the deceased,

and record our prayer that the Comforter

of God’s people may apply to their

wounded hearts the comfort of Christ,

“the resurrection and the life.”

Committee.

Olathe, Kans.—The L. M. Society,

of Olathe Congregation, presents the fol-

lowing report for 1906

:

As we stand on the threshold of the
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new year, let ns take a look backward

and see what has been done. The So-

ciety has held eleven regular meetings

and two special meetings. Several of

these meetings were for work, as well as

regular business. At the September

meeting the Society celebrated its thirty-

fourth anniversary. This was an open

meeting, in which a prepared programme

was rendered.

The attendance this year has been very

good. The Corresponding Secretary has

read to us from time to time letters from

our representatives in the different mis-

sion fields.

The Society sent a box to the South-

ern Mission containing two quilts and

quite a lot of clothing.

The Society made thirty-eight yards

of carpet, two quilts and quite a number
of garments during the year.

Our Society, with other missionary so-

cieties of the cit}r
,

organized ‘‘The

Woman’s Missionary Social Union,”

which, we trust, will be beneficial to all.

Our treasury has been supplied, as in

former years, by dues and donations.

God has been very good to us, and here

we record our thankfulness to Him.
One sister has left our circle for an-

other field of labor, but we have added

;-ix names to our roll during the jnar.

Let us take courage and go forward

with new zeal in the Master’s work, re-

lying upon His promised grace and

strength.

M. E. Atchisox, Secy.

Treasurer’s Ef.port.

Amount in treasury $17.93

Hues 49.25

Donations 6.00

Thank Offering 60.00

Social Union 1.05

Pledge for Young Woman’s For-o o

eign Missionary 7.10

Eeceipts at sale 7.60

Eeceived for freight. . 20.10

Eeceived for carpet 7.70

Value of box sent to Southern

Mission 50.00

$226.73

Disbursements.

Young Woman’s Foreign Mission-

ary $12.50

Domestic Mission 10.00

Weaving and chain for carpet. . . . 7.10

Syrian Mission 60.00

Jewish Mission 10.00

Barrels for apples sent to Indian

Mission 8.00

Social Union 2.00

Freight on apples sent to Indian

Mission 24.20

Freight on box sent to Southern

Mission 3.73

Santa Ana, Cal., Church 10.00

Miscellaneous 5.65

Value of box sent to Southern

Mission 50.00

$203.18

Balance on hand 23.55

Mrs. Ehu. Milligax, Treas.

Pittsburg, Pa.—Again the Women’s

Missionary Society of Eighth Street Con-

gregation, Pittsburg, Pa., has been visited

by the Angel of Death, calling home an-

other aged member, Mrs. Samuel Mc-

Yaugher, July 14, 1907. She was ever

ready with a helping hand, visiting the

sick and administering comfort in her

own quiet way. For several years she

was president of our Society. In her

death we have lost a faithful, conscien-

tious worker, the home a devoted wife and

mother. We know that God in His in-

finite wisdom makes no mistakes, and that

one by one He is gathering His workers

home. Let us not be discouraged, but

cling more closely together and be more

faithful in our work for the Master.
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We extend our sincere sympathy to the

bereaved husband and children, commend-
ing them to our Heavenly Father, Who
will sustain and support all His children

in time of trouble. “She is not dead, but

sleepeth.”

Mrs. Jas. R. McKee,
Mrs. E. J. Haslett,

Mrs. Jas. A. McAteer,

Committee.

Utica, 0.—Ohio Presbytery met in the

Utica Church, Utica, 0., on Aug. 20, 1907.

Rev. E. G. Elsey, of Hetherton, was mod-

erator. Considerable routine business was

transacted, but the chief business of the

Presbytery was the ordination of Mr.

Ernest C. Mitchell to the office of minister

of the gospel and missionary to the

Chinese. After a lecture and sermon

which were heartily sustained, Mr.

Mitchell was set apart to the work of the

gospel among the heathen. The modera-

tor led in the ordination prayer, and the

“laying on of the hands of the Presby-

tery.” In the evening a well-attended and

interesting mission conference was held.

at which earnest and helpful addresses

were delivered by Revs. Hargrave, Smith,

Elsey and Sanderson. These addresses

were well calculated to inspire the hearts

of the departing missionaries with cour-

age and devotion and faith in the Sav-

iour’s promise that He would be with

them always. The outgoing missionaries.

Revs. Blair and Mitchell, and Miss Lena

Wilson, of New Concord Congregation,

each gave a farewell talk, indicating their

desire to be engaged in mission work in

the field in China as soon as possible, and

asking for the prayers of the Church that

both heart and hand might be strength-

ened for the work. The parents of Miss

Wilson, whose hearts had been lately sad-

dened by the death of their beloved son,

the Rev. Walter Wilson, were present to

witness the departure of their equally be-

loved daughter to the far-off land of

China. The Presbytery, by unanimous

action, pledged to the Board of Foreign

Missions the salary of Rev. R. A. Blair

for one j
fear, with the understanding that

the effort to pay a like sum was to be re-

newed year b}^ year. T. C. S.

They tell me that the regalia of a certain city in Europe are kept, not like that in

the tower of London, with iron bars all around, but on what appears to be an unpro-

tected table. Yet I pity the man who should try to take one jewel from that crown,

because a stream of electricity is alwaj^s being poured around the table, so strong that

if a man dared to touch it with his hand he would draw it back benumbed. That is

the way to live. God is in you and around }
tou. Live in a constant consciousness of

the presence of God.

—

F. B. Meyer.

There are some men and some women in whose company we are always at our best.

While with them we cannot think mean thoughts or speak ungenerous words. Their

mere presence is elevation, purification, sanctity. All the best stops in our nature are

drawn out by their intercourse, and we find a music in our soul that was never there

before. If to live with men diluted to the millionth degree with the virtue of the

Highest can exalt and purify the nature, what bounds can be set to the influence of

Christ ?—Professor Drummond.

Only what thou art in thyself determines thy value; not what thou hast.

—

Auer-

bach.
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MONOGRAPHS.

MISSIONS AND REFORM.*

The Church is both an evangelizing and

reforming agency. She has been commis-

sioned to make known the full gospel of a

new heart and a clean life for both indi-

viduals and society. Many seem almost

to lose sight of her reformative character.

The following by Robert E. Speer possibly

voices the sentiment now prevalent in the

Church at large: “There is no force in

the world so powerful to accomplish ac-

cessory results as the work of missions.

Wherever it goes it plants in the hearts of

men forces that produce new lives; it

plants among communities of men forces

that create new social combinations. It is

impossible that any human tyranny should

live where Jesus Christ is King. All these

things the foreign mission movement ac-

complishes; it does not aim to accomplish

them. I read in a missionary paper a lit-

tle while ago that the foreign mission that

was to accomplish results of permanent

value must aim at the total reorganization

of the whole social fabric. This is a mis-

chievous doctrine. We learn nothing from

human history, from the experience of the

Christian Churchy from the example of

our Lord and His Apostles, to justify it.

They did not aim directly at such an end.

They were content to aim at implanting

the life of Christ in the hearts of men,

and were willing to leave the consequences

to the care of God. It is a dangerous

thing to charge ourselves openly before the

world with the aim of reorganizing States

and reconstructing society.” Can we ac-

cept the statement of this eminent worker

in its entirety? Does it not savor of the

vain attempt, so prevalent at present, to

*&'poken at Missionary Conference of

Ohio Presbytery
,
Aug. 20, 1907.

separate between the sacred and secular,

and which has led so many Christian

workers to summarily dismiss every prob-

lem of reform as being without the sphere

of the Churches legitimate activities? Do
not genuine evangelism and genuine ref-

ormation always keep company ? The

relation between them is the same as that

between justification and sanctification.

God’s plan provides that the justified soul

shall be also sanctified (Rom. 8, 30). Both

are aimed at and both are expected. So

with mission work. The Church aims at

“the reorganization of the whole social

fabric,” when aiming to make Christ

known to the lost world.

In the great commission Christ en-

joined His followers, “to make disciples

of all the nations teaching them to

observe all things whatsoever I have com-

manded you.” In teaching the “all

things” they were to teach that men are

saved “unto good works,” as well as saved

“Ty grace through faith.” In teaching the

“all things” they were at once a soul-

winning society and a reform organization

because they aimed to “bear true testi-

mony in word and deed for every known

part of divine truth.” (Covenant of 1871.)

Paul’s work at Ephesus (Acts 19, 18-20)

resulted in a great revival; many souls

were saved, and many bad books were

burned. Paul was at once and every-

where an evangelist and reformer. The

early disciples “turned the world upside

down” by preaching and living a gospel

that all the time and everywhere aims to

save the soul and reform the life, whether

it be the soul of an individual or the soul

of an organization. Our missionaries in

heathen lands cannot but rejoice that their

work looks directly to the “reorganization

of States, and the reconstructing of so-
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ciety.” And it is “a dangerous thing” or

“mischievous doctrine” to consciously

work for that which is a logical and neces-

sary consequence of all missionary work?

Again evangelism and reformation are

mutually helpful. They are the two arms

of the Church, which is the body of Christ,

and are to work together and with God.

Permanent reform is not possible unless

preceded or accompanied by evangelistic

effort and genuine revival. Suffer a few

quotations

:

“The history of the progress of the

world is largely made up of the record of

successive revivals. The revival of re-

ligion has been the invariable precursor

of social and political reform.” (W. T.

Stead.)

“Ever}' great revival of religion has

issued in social and political reconstruc-

tion. It is therefore on the authority

of history and economics that we base our

contention that society can only be saved

through a great revival of religion.” (F.

B. Meyer.)

Green in his “History of the English

People,” says of the revival of the Twelfth

Century, “The power of this revival even-

tually became strong enough to wrest Eng-

land from the chaos of feudal misrule

after a period of feudal anarchy, and laid

the foundation of the Great Charter.”

All this serves to prove that where there

is repentance unto life, there is also an

endeavor after a new obedience
;
that when

a man or a nation gets a new heart it will

speedily get new ways. If our own Uncle

Sam were to experience genuine conver-

sion he would immediately begin to clean

house. He would present his big body a

living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,

which would be a most reasonable service.

On the other hand, effective evangelism

is almost impossible if not accompanied

by genuine reformation. After the Ephe-

sian converts burned their books, “might-

ily grew the Word of God and prevailed”

(Acts 19, 20). This is the meaning of

the effort to prohibit the sale of intoxi-

cants in Oklahoma, that the saved In-

dians may be kept saved, and the unsaved

may not be hindered from coming to

Christ by this dread evil. This is the

meaning of the converted chieftain’s plea

:

“When you come to give us the gospel,

why do your countrymen come with the

white man’s fire water to destroy my peo-

ple?” John G. Paton came to the United

States on two occasions to urge that our

Government co-operate with the mission-

aries in prohibiting the sale of intoxicants

and ammunition and opium. Our so-

called Christian nation goes to the heathen

with both the bottle and the Bible, and

the bottle gets its share of attention.

Christians generally need to learn that

the Church has both an evangelizing and

reforming mission. As Covenanters we

have reason to rejoice that this knowledge

is our heritage, and our heritage excels in

beauty. We have said, “We will seek

the revival of pure and undefiled religion,

the conversion of Jews and Gentiles to

Christ.”

“We pledge ourselves to pray and

labor - - - that whatever is contrary to

godliness may be removed.” (Covenant

of 1871.)

C. McLeod Smith.

Bay, Ind.

THE CALL.

There have been many illustrious heroes

in mission work. Time would fail to

tell of those who have thus “obtained

a good report.” But that great cloud of

witnesses fades from the field of vision in

the presence of Him Who is at once the

Author, Model and Perfecter of all true

mission work, the Son of Man. The literal

*Spoken at Conference on Missions at

Utica, 0.
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meaning of missionary is one sent. Christ

was sent by the Father to effect the re-

generation of a sinful world. Onr Lord,

while on earth, the scene of His labors,

did not win many converts, bnt He laid

deep and lasting the necessary foundation

for His work. He has ascended to glory,

not abandoning the field, but going to a

vantage point, whence He might most suc-

cessfully direct His work.

Before Jesus
7
ascension, He commanded

His followers to take up this work in as-

sociation with Himself. “Go ye into all

the world and preach the gospel to every

creature.” The execution of the Re-

deemers plans on earth rests with His

friends. The responsibility for this work

rests entirely with Himself. He calls to

work, directs, gives power and blesses their

labors.

This call gives the right to work in a

world-wide field.

The whole world lies at the worker’s

feet. He is not obtruding himself or his

religion upon men when he enters any

field of labor. Christ has the right to send

him amrwhere. “All authority hath been

given unto Me in heaven and on earth.”

This is a sufficient answer to those who

object to the followers of Jesus seeking to

propagate their religion in heathen coun-

tries. Missionaries have been criticized

by men who see little difference between

the Christian and heathen religions, be-

cause of their zeal in seeking to win all

men to their faith in Jesus. They have

been called “disturbers of the peace.”

Such criticism comes from the enemies of

Christ and is unjust. But whatever may
be the result of their labors, they know

that they are sent by Him Who has the

right to send them anywhere in His vast

donjnions.

This call lays the disciples of Jesus

under imperative obligation to respond

to it.

The same authority which gives Christ

the right to send His workers anywhere

also authorizes Him to require them to re-

spond. “All authority in heaven and on

earth,” extends to choosing His workers

and assigning them their place and direct-

ing their plans.

There is something imperative in this

call. “Go ye!” Follow me.” It does not

ask, Are you willing or is it convenient?

It requires prompt, unconditional, cheer-

ful obedience.

To the disciple who asked permission to

return to bury his father, the response was

“Let the dead bury their dead
; but go thou

and preach the kingdom of God.” We
are not all called to go in person to China,

but We are all called to work for that mis-

sion. Our interest, sympathy, prayers and
contributions can go to that far-off field

and be potent factors in prosecuting the

Master’s work.

The debt we owe our Lord emphasizes

the obligation of this call. We have re-

ceived from Him without measure.

“What shall I render unto the Lord fo'r

all His benefits toward me?” Christ re-

quires us to give to others the blessings

of salvation we receive from Him. This is

the genius of Christianity. “I am debtor

both to the Greeks and to the barbarians

;

both to the wise and to the unwise.”

Jesus considers a debt due to Himself

as met if it is paid to His needy ones.

What we have received is the measure of

what we are called to give to others.

The needs of the field emphasize the

obligation of this call. There has been no

time since the words fell from Jesus’ lips

that they have been more true than now.

“The fields are white already unto the

harvest.” Providence calls us to the

Orient as plainly as Paul was called to

preach the gospel to the Macedonians by

the vision of a man standing pleading with

him. China is awaking from her slum-
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ber of centuries and is about to take her

place among the great world powers. What

will be her influence? That will depend

upon whether the Master’s followers enter

the doors which He has opened there. The

Orient is studying Western civilization to

discover if possible the secret of the

strength and success of the great powers

of Europe and America. The King of

kings calls His workers to go over and

teach these inquirers that the true secret

of power and success is in His gospel.

The success with which mission work is

being crowned in China and Japan encour-

ages us to respond to the Master’s call to

go to work in that part of His vineyard.

R. Hargrave.

THE NEED OF THE PRESENT HOUR.

We are quite sure that the great major-

ity of our readers will think that we are

to approach them with a request for en-

larged contributions for our foreign mis-

sionary work. Far be this from us, for,

while we believe that money is an im-

portant thing in missionary effort, we are

quite sure that there is one thing far

more important than money, namely,

prayer—earnest, importunate, believing

and faithful prayer; and that it alone can

cause the missionary efforts of our Church

and of all other Churches, to bear fruit

unto eternal life. John R. Mott has well

said that prayer and missionary activity

are as closely connected as faith and

works, yea, that prayer and missionary

effort are faith and works. Jesus Christ

Himself has taught us that the funda-

mental need in missionary effort is prayer,

for instance. Matt. 9, 37-38. Before we

give, before we go, we must learn to pray.

Such is the divine order, and whoever

changes or perverts this order must meet

mishap and loss. The spiritual victories

of the primitive Christians were made

possible through the power of prevailing

prayer. The pentecostal blessing came
while they were praying. Whatever those

Christians of the apostolic age undertook,

it was commenced, continued and finished

with continuous prayer. The secret of

those missionary efforts which in modern

times have had the greatest and the most

lasting success has been the prayers of

their laborers and friends. The great

missionary victories of the past century

have been won by praying men and women
for whom praying friends interceded

without ceasing, among the heathen peo-

ple who were continually remembered by

Christian friends before the Throne of

Grace. Hone can gainsay that statement.

Prayer alone explains why some efforts

meet with greater and more rapid suc-

cess than others, which may be working

under far more favorable circumstances.

And thus our plea is for prayer in behalf

of our foreign work ; earnest, importunate,

believing, faithful prayer.

1. We need such prayer because it

alone will increase the missionary interest

within our congregations.

Of the writing of missionary books

there is no end, and classes for the study

of these books are being formed every-

where in our congregations. Great bene-

fits are gained by such systematic study

of the mission fields of the world, and

we wish with all our heart that mission

study classes be formed in all our con-

gregations, and that pastors and elders,

men and women, old and young, become

thoroughly conversant with the unutter-

able misery of heathen darkness, with the

tremendous need, and with the smallness

of the work done
;
but, after all, true mis-

sionary interest cannot be gained by such

instruction, nor can a new organization

or invention solve the problem. We may
have a wonderful knowledge of the his-

tory of missions; we may be able to give

the names of all the missionary societies
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and of their stations; we may be thor-

oughly familiar with the names of all our

missionaries, and yet be without that true

interest in missions which causes mis-

sionary zeal and consecration. We need

more prayer. We need meetings of the

friends of missions for earnest, impor-

tunate, believing prayer. We need a

united cry from believing hearts and lips

unto the Master of the Vineyard that He
give love for souls and zeal for mission-

ary activity to ministers and members,

to Sabbath schools and missionary organ-

izations of all kinds, and thus increase

the missionary interest in our congrega-

tions. We have some interest already,

but we need more. And prayer alone will

give it.

2. We need such prayer because by it

courage and faith are given to our faith-

ful missionaries.

Few of us have a right estimate of the

dangers to which our faithful missiona-

ries are exposed. They are away from

home and kindred, exposed to the dangers

of the pernicious climate of the countries

in which they now abide, and surrounded

by difficulties and temptations of which

we little think. The missionary in the

foreign field is engaged in a continuous

warfare and battle, and it is the precious

privilege of the members of the Church

at home to pray without ceasing and to

thus strengthen and uphold the hands of

the soldiers of the cross in foreign lands.

We seem to think that the cry of the

missionaries is only “Come over and help

us.” That cry, caused by the urgent ap-

peals of perishing heathen millions is

heard everywhere, but louder sounds the

cry, “Brethren, pray for us.” Increase

of contributions and increase of numbers

is needed for our foreign work, but far

more urgent is the need of unceasing

prayer for the forces already in the field.

May God impress us with the words of

Samuel, “God forbid that I should sin

against the Lord in ceasing to pray for

you.”

3. We need such prayer because in

answer to it the needed reinforcements

will come forth.

We rejoice in the blessing which the

Lord has bestowed upon us as a Church,

that so many of our ministers and men
and women have offered themselves for

missionary work within the last eighteen

months. Truly, the Spirit is stirring the

hearts of many, and we are sure that He
is doing it in answer to the prayers of

many faithful friends of the work. But,

after all, the Board is still calling, and

calling thus far in vain, for more laborers.

And even if the call of the Board causes

men and women to come forward and thus

supply the present need, there is much
land to be possessed yet. In Syria and

Asia Minor, in Cyprus and in China, in

all the territories already occupied by our

missionary forces, and therefore acknowl-

edged by us as that part of the heathen

world for whose inhabitants we consider

ourselves particularly responsible, are

many thousands yet who have never heard

the gospel, and who are waiting for us

to send the glad tidings of salvation to

them. And if we supplied our own mis-

sionary spheres to perfection with heralds

of the cross, there still remain the parts

of Asia and Africa and South America

where millions upon millions are going

down in heathen superstition and dark-

ness, and no missionaries are found. We
need more laborers, and prayer alone

—

earnest, importunate, believing, faithful

prayer, will cause “the Lord of the Har-

vest that He will send laborers into His

harvest.”

4. We need such prayer that the Lord

furnish us the means necessary for the

work.

Yes, we are well aware of the fact that
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statistical tables show that the little Re-

formed Presbyterian Church stands next

to the grand Moravians in the matter of

giving to the cause of missions. We are

glad of it, and we give praise unto the

Redeemer that He bestowed such honor

upon our Covenanted Zion. But let us

not be proud, nor let us say that we are

giving all that we could give. There are

many among our number who give the

tithe, but not yet all have thus acknowl-

edged their obligation to the Creator and

owner of all. What an increase it wrould

mean in our missionary contributions if

ever}' member of the Church would pay

the tithe unto the Lord!

But even if all would pay the tenth of

all their income to the Lord, we do not

think that they wTould have discharged

their duty to the Lord, for Christian giv-

ing means far more than Jewish tithing.

Our obligation to the Lord is not dis-

charged by giving the tithe, but we must

give all that we are able to give after we

have set aside the tenth unto the Lord’s

service. Prayer, and prayer only, -will

cause the liberality of the people to in-

crease thus. The Lord stirs up His peo-

ple to give the needed means in answer to

the faithful
.

prayers of the Church. We
seek to raise money by other means, and

alas, we fail. Why? Because the Lord

of the harvest, who provides the laborers

in answer to the prayers of His people,

will surely likewise provide the necessary

means in answer to their prayers.

Thus we plead for prayer for our for-

eign work; earnest, importunate, believ-

ing, faithful prayer. “If two of you shall

agree on earth as touching anything that

they shall ask, it shall be done for them

of My Father, which is in heaven.”

“Have faith in God. What things

soever ye desire when ye pray, believe that

ye receive them, and ye shall have them.”

Louis Meyer.

THEN AND NOW IN CHINA.

1807.

Not a single Chi-

nese Protestant Chris-

tian. (In 1842, after

35 years, there wTere

only 6 church-mem-

bers ! and in 1860

only about 1,000.)

Morrison the only

Protestant mission-

ary. (In 1830 two

American mission-

aries landed; but

even in 1860 the to-

tal missionary force

numbered only 100.

)

No native helpers.

In 1823 Liang Afa

was ordained to the

office of evangelist.

No part of the Bi-

ble in print. (The

Roman missionaries

had translated large
|

portions, but these
j

had not been print-

ed.)

No Christian books

or tracts in Chinese. 1

Even fifty years later

the number of such

books in circulation

was almost a negli-

gible quantity.

China closed
against the Gospel.

(Even in 1857 only

the five Treaty Ports

were open to the

missionary.

)

—Dr. Griffith J(

of the London Missic

1907.

1907.

More than 150,000

church-members, re-

presenting a Chris-

tian community of

about half-a-million

souls, in every prov-

ince of the Empire.

More than 3,800

foreign missionaries

(including 1,146

wives.) These are

to be found in every

provincial capital

and in most of the

large cities.

About 10,000 Chi-

nesepreachers,teach-

ers, colporteurs, etc.

Morethan a million

copies of the Scrip-

tures, in whole or

part, were sold in

China last year.

From Hankow
alone, during the

past thirty years,

more than 26,000,000

Christian books and

tracts have been is-

sued and circulated.

The whole of China

open to missionary

work—eager for new
light, new knowl-

edge, new life.

)HN in the Chronicle

•nary Society, April,
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PAYING THE PRICE.

Instead of describing certain possible

methods used by the Chinese pagans to

compel a Christian to recant and take

up once more the duties of filial piety,

we will speak of a few concrete illustra-

tions of persecutions.

The persecution and death of an indi-

vidual Christian will be best illustrated

by the sufferings of A Nam, a barber, liv-

ing in the city of Kityang. He was a

young man of about twenty-four years

when he came the first time to hear the

gospel. He had a prosperous shop close

to the west gate within the city walls. He
was most thoroughly converted to the

Christian faith and his devotion to the

cause of Christ in the city from the very

beginning was an evidence of his deep

sincerity. He decided from the first day

of his conversion to close his shop on

Sabbaths, and to refuse to have any con-

nection with the idolatry of the barbers’

guild. The guild, however, took up the

challenge and gave A Nam notice that he

would not be allowed to continue his bus-

iness, nor to live except he conformed to

their strict requirements. Shortly after

this they had their annual feast in honor

of their god. Each barber was taxed a

certain amount, A Nam with the others.

A Nam refused to pay, claiming that he

gave his contributions to the Christian

congregation, and that religious toleration

had been granted by the Emperor. The
night after the feast he was attacked by

hired thugs and beaten into insensibility.

It was found that one of his lungs was

injured and he went into quick consump-

tion and died a few months later. As
the end approached, he was triumphant in

faith. Never shall I forget the expression

of his face when he attended the chapel

services the last time. "They have in-

jured my body,” said he, “but they have

moved me closer to my Lord and Sav-

iour.” He bore them no malice, and no

attempt was made to get revenge. He was

the first martyr of the work at Kityang,

and his true Christian character, his spir-

itual hold on the realities of the faith,

became the type of Christian manhood in

our Mission. A Nam has now been dead

over eight years, but his influence is still

felt in the lives of many .—The Conquest

of the Cross in China.

Do not try to stir and arouse faith from within. How often have I tried to do

that and made a fool of myself ! You cannot stir up faith from the depths of your

heart. Leave your heart and look into the face of Christ, and listen to what He tells you

about how He will keep you. Look up into the face of your loving Father, and take time

every day with Him, and begin a new life with the deep emptiness and poverty of a man
who has got nothing, and who wants to get everything from Him, with the deep restful-

ness of a man who rests on the living God, the omnipotent Jehovah
;
and try God and

prove Him, if He will not open the windows of heaven and pour out a blessing that

there shall not be room to receive it .—Andrew Murray.

The exercise of patience involves a continual practice of the presence of God
;
for

we may be called upon at any moment for an almost heroic display of good temper,

and it is a short road to unselfishness, for nothing is left to self
;
all that seems to be-

long most intimately to self, to be self’s private property, such as time, home and rest,

are invaded by these continual trials of patience. The family is full of such oppor-

tunities.

—

F. W. Faber.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

On Saturday, Sept. 21, 1907, Rev. and

Mrs. Samuel Edgar, of La Junta, Colo.,

and Miss Frances Elma French, of

Winchester, Kans., left New York by the

steamship Lusitania for Liverpool on the

way to Syria. Many friends from the

New York and Brooklyn Congregations

were at the dock to wish them a safe jour-

ney and good success in their work. The

readers of Olive Trees will be glad to

have their pictures.

REV. AND MRS. SAMUEL EDGAR.

At the September meeting of the Board

of Foreign Missions it was agreed to trans-

fer Miss Frances Elma French from La-

takia, Syria, to which she had been ap-

pointed, to Mersina, Asia Minor, where

she will be associated with Miss Evadna

M. Sterrett, in the school work.

MISS FRANCES ELMA FRENCH.

At the same meeting a letter was read

from Dr. Balph, in which he urged the

present need of a matron for the hospital

at Latakia. Not infrequently he has to

be away, and it is necessary that an Amer-

ican should be in charge. It was there-

fore agreed to lay the matter before the

churches, in the hope that some young

woman may be led to offer her services for

this important position in the Mission.

The only requisite qualifications are good

health and a desire to resemble the Christ

in His compassion for suffering humanity.

Here is an opportunity for reaching souls

that should not be overlooked.

Attention is again called to the action

of Synod in approving the proposal of the

4
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Foreign Board to appeal to the churches

for

Twenty-five Thousand Dollars,

to commemorate the completing of fifty

years of foreign missionary work. The

Treasurer reports the receipt of a little

more than $600, including a contribution

of $50, which was received through Olive

Trees from “A Covenanter” of Beaver

Falls, Pa., who does not wish her name

jyublished. We do not care to do more

than keep this matter before the people,

as we are confident that, when the mem-
bers of the Reformed Presbyterian Church

consider the great things that God has

wrought for them and through them, they

will esteem it a precious privilege to con-

tribute the full amount.

Olive Trees received some weeks ago

from Mrs. A. J. McFarland, of Geneva

Congregation, five dollars, which have

been passed on to the Treasurer, for the

work at Latakia. The following contribu-

tions have also been received from mem-
bers of the Kortright Congregation : Four

dollars from Miss Margaret H. McLaury,

and ten dollars from Mr. J. S. McLaury
and Miss Mattie McLaury, to be equally

divided between the Indian and the Syrian

Missions.

The Fleming H. Reveil Co. has laid on

our table two valuable books from its mis-

sionary library:

The Foreign Missionary. By Arthur

Judson Brown, Author of “New Forces

in Old China,” “The New Era in the Phil-

ippines,” etc. Price $1.50 net; and

China and America To-day. By Arthur

H. Smith. Price $1.25 net.

The author of the first-named volume,

as an experienced secretary of the Pres-

byterian Board of Foreign Missions, is

able to look at the questions he discusses

from the viewpoint of personal observation

and careful study. His subject is one on

which little has been written, and conse-

quently the book is fresh and brimful of

needed information. It begins with “The

Missionary Motive,” and ends with “The

Missionary’s Reward,” and the seventeen

intervening chapters contain much that

the missionary requires to learn, much
that the churches which claim him as their

representative should lay to heart, and

much that is of special value to those who
are called to administer the work. Every

one should read “The Missionary at

Work,” “The Missionary’s Spiritual Life,”

and “The Real Strain of Missionary Life,”

that he may be more earnest and constant

in intercessory prayer, and more willing

to give for the support and extension of

the missionary enterprise. Buy this

choice volume and be wiser.

The second volume is from the pen of

a distinguished missionary, who has made
his home in China for thirty-five years,

and is the author of many valuable books

on that Empire. Dr. Smith’s design, in

this “study of conditions and relations,”

is clearly stated in the dedication : “To all

those in every land, and especially in

America, who recognize the actual and

potential greatness of the Chinese people,

and the duty of the most enlightened

Western nations to promote their welfare,

these pages are inscribed.” You will want

the book when you have read its table of

contents : “The Occident and the Orient”

;

“The Yew America”; “Old China”; “A
Great Race”; “The Brass Dish and the

Iron Brush”
;
“The Yew Far East and the

Yew China”; “America’s Advantages and

Disadvantages in China,” and “America’s

Opportunities and Responsibilities in

China.”

Mr. J. Campbell White, Secretary of

the Laymen’s Missionary Movement, in-

forms us that within seven months from
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the elate of its inauguration in New York

this Movement has been welcomed in all

parts of the United States and Canada,

and has been definitely and strongly taken

up both in England and Scotland. This

means united action on the part of the

Christian laymen of the English-speaking

nations in behalf of the evangelization of

the world. When it is remembered that

eighty-five per cent, of all the Protestant

missionary work carried on throughout

the non-Christian world is either British

or American, the significance of this

new united movement for a great advance

can be better appreciated.

The Bible Teachers’ Training School,

541 Lexington Avenue, New York, is en-

larging its work. Besides providing train-

ing for Christian workers, it is now pre-

pared to offer training that will fit men
for the actual work of the ministry. One

notes with special pleasure the prominence

that is given to the study of the English

Bible in preparation for Christian work.

The mail has recently brought to Olive

Trees

The Bible in Our Public Schools. By
R. C. Allen, A. B., Author of “ Funda-

mental Principles in Civil Government,”

etc. Price 25 Cents.

Convinced of the truth of his position,

and an effective reasoner, the author has

presented, in this pamphlet of sixty pages,

an argument in favor of the Bible in our

public schools, at once forcible and con-

clusive. Written in the interest of- good

citizenship and loyal to the teachings of

(tod’s Word, it deserves a wide circulation,

not only in the Covenanter Church, of

which the author is an esteemed minister,

but in other churches where so many do

not seem alive to the claims of truth and

right. Its logic is irresistible.

Write to Rev. R. C. Allen, Grove City, Pa.

God needs men for His plan. The pathway for men to God is always a human
pathway. Every man of us may be in his life a pathway back to God for others.

That is the highest use of a life. God needs every man of us for His plan of get-

ting His world out of its Egypt of sin and sorrow and distress. He needs men for

His plan : Moses to deliver Israel, the eloquent monk Savonarola to arouse Italy, the

German giant Luther to awaken Europe, the English cobbler Carey to stir a sleeping

Church, the stalwart Virginian Washington to make a new nation, the English giant

of Kentucky and Illinois to hold it together, a black Washington to teach ex-slaves

the use of liberty, a pure-hearted maiden to mother his son, even—with greatest rev-

erence—a Man to redeem the world. God needs every man for some plan. To every

one comes the words : “I will send thee.” A man never amounts to anything until he

hears God using the personal pronoun “thee,” and responds.

—

S. D. Gordon.

It is no sacrifice, as some think, to come here as pioneers of Christianity and of

civilization. I would not give my position here for all the world. A powerful race

has to be won from darkness to light
;
superstition and idolatry have to be overthrown

;

men have to be taught to love God and love their neighbor, which means the uproot-

ing of institutions that have lasted for centuries ;
labor made noble, the slave set free,

knowledge imparted, and wisdom implanted; and, above all, true wisdom taught

which alone can elevate man from a brute to a son of God. Who would not willingly

engage in such a noble work, and consider it the highest honor on earth to be called

to do it.

—

Mackay, Uganda, Nov. 19, 1878.
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